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During these middle years, they will 

Enter puberty – becoming teenagers   

Remain at home but enter into some adult roles

Transition from Primary school to High school, &

Decide whether they will complete year 12 



Where are we now with middle school children: 
changing contexts, periods, settlements

Is early leaving still a problem? What are the 
consequences?

What can be done at the middle-school stage to 
increase high school completion rates? 

What can be done to improve the transition from 
Primary to Secondary school?  



Where are we now with middle school 
children?

We have left behind a settled period where there 
were taken-for-granted ways that were accepted 
as legitimate by most stakeholders

We have been through a period of dislocation, 
and now, many grown-ups feel like immigrants 
or outsiders 



1. What has changed?

Today’s students are 
digital natives 
They parallel-process 
and prefer games to 
reading or ‘work’
We (the teachers) are 
the digital immigrants 



“ … Every time I go to school I have to 
power down …”

[Prensky 2001]



Television, computers, and games 

Most of what children 
do revolves around 
commodities 

The commodities are 
inter-connected: toys, 
computer-games, 
branded clothes, TV 



2. What else has changed?

For kids, access to 
high-status goods is  
vital as they make their 
way with their peer 
groups

They are the first-
adopters and avid 
users of new 
technologies (Schor, 2004)

2. What else has changed?



Part of the cultural change towards a 
consumer-oriented society has been that

- children’s tastes now 
influence market trends 

- Tweens have become 
significant consumers in 
their own right 

- They are often consulted 
about family decisions, 
including what car to 
purchase (30%)



There is a new alliance between children 
and marketers, targeted against against 
parents 

The exploitation of children’s anxiety in 
ads has increased steadily over the past 
few years

Fear and pressure are the two most 
common elements characterising the daily 
lives of tweens



The standard biography                 

In the past, school was associated with 
‘childhood’

Children were small-bit players in the market 
and rarely influenced major adult choices  

Young people only took on adult roles only after 
they left school and gained full-time employment

Ulrich Beck called this the ‘standard biography’



The standard biography is dead

Children play bigger roles in family decisions 
and enter adult roles at an earlier stage 
Childhood has been commercialised, and many 
tweens have plans of becoming earners   
Half of Australia’s high school students have a 
part-time job
Many young people combine work and study 



Shifting settlements: 10-14 year olds 

1950 -
1980

1980 -
1990 

1990 -
present 

The long post-war boom, low-skill / full 
employment, local manufacturing, most 
left school with an Intermediate Certificate

Rapid economic, cultural, and 
technological change. New emphasis on 
literacy benchmarks for all children.  

Children are ‘digital natives’. They 
assume adult roles at an early age. They 
are ‘born to buy’. 





Shifting settlements: 15-19 year olds 

1950 – 1980

1980 - 1990 

1990 -
present  

Settlement 1 - A small, talented minority 
completes year 11-12. The senior years culminate 
in a University admission exam
Settlement 2 - Almost all young people complete 
year 12. Only a small, disadvantaged minority 
leaves early
Settlement 3 - The boundaries between school 
and work are blurred: many young people follow 
new combinations of education & work



Early leaving is still a cause for concern

Of the 65 thousand students who entered year 7 in 
NSW public schools in 1997, approximately 20 
thousand did not appear in year 12 classes six years 
later (i.e., 30.8 percent)

The high school completion rate for Indigenous 
Australians is less than half the rate achieved by other 
Australians**

• * NSW-DET Future Directions, 2005. 

• ** Lamb et al, Staying on at School, 2004, MCEETYA



Literacy and numeracy matter as well 
as HS completion

Low literacy scores at the junior secondary 
level contribute to non-completion of high 
school*

Those with high scores are less likely to be 
unemployed at age 19, even after years of 
schooling are taken into account*

* (LSAY research reports no 18, 19, 31, 34)



What can schools do about HSCRs?

Young people may be

- attracted to work

- or repelled by school 

- or just trying to survive

- or all three combined

Schools need to respond to all these motives



Reasons young people give for early school leaving

Employment-related factors
‘Life choice’ strategies supporting:
• Early entry to work
• On the job training
• Advancement via experience

School-related factors

Engagement fails because:
• Schools focus on University entrance 
• Limited subject choices offered
• Risk or fear of failure

Family and Personal factors

• Homelessness, pregnancy, mental 
health problems, ill health of parents, 
mobility and instability

Work

Aspirations

(+)

Low interest 
in 

Schoolwork

(-)

Unmet 
Survival 
Needs

(-)

Early

School

Leaving



Employment-related factors

“I’ve got a job to go to”
Drawn out by positive aspirations
No stopping them if their families do not insist on 
‘education first’
Boys from ‘trade’ and unskilled families leave for 
apprenticeships or other jobs
There are fewer such opportunities for girls 



School-related factors

“Don’t like school -- no good at it -- want to  do 
other subjects, like at TAFE”
Academic knowledge is constructed so that it 
includes ‘alienating’ cultural capital
Engagement with school wanes as the scholarly 
demands increase
VET in schools not ‘visible’ until Year 11 (Pitman 
report)



Family and Personal factors

Young people whose families are very poor, 
where there is violence and abuse, come to 
school to survive
They often carry huge family responsibilities
Two-thirds of our homeless youth come from 
15% of our high schools
These schools need to function as community 
hubs (FSS) as well as places of learning



Early leaving: Tasks for the middle years

1. Recognise that the decision to leave school 
occurs during the middle years 

2. Recognise that early literacy is vitally important 

3. Create programs to support effective transitions 
into high school 

4. Envision the future: both boys and girls will 
need to be politically aware and broadly 
educated 



1. The decision to leave occurs by Year 9

Year 9 students who say they will leave are seven times 
more likely to exit before Year 12 than those who say 
they will not leave (Marks et al, 2000)

Pitman & Herschel (2001) found that many Year 8 
students had lost heart, having never experienced 
anything other than written seat work focused on basic 
academic skills.



2. Literacy and numeracy matter as well as 
HS completion

Low literacy scores at the junior secondary 
level contribute to non-completion of high 
school*

Those with high scores are less likely to be 
unemployed at age 19, even after years of 
schooling are taken into account*

* (LSAY research reports no 18, 19, 31, 34)



3. Effective transitions into high school 

Grade 6 children going up to high school are often 
excited. They see the move as a sign of growing up, 
having achieved something 

Yet they are also anxious – they may lose their old 
friends and need to make new friends

They often find approaching high school teachers quite 
intimidating* 

Perry, Dockett, Vickers, & Whitton 2006 



3. Effective transitions into high school 

Grade 6 children are understandably anxious about 
getting lost, making room changes between classes, 
reading the timetable  

Evidence suggests they suffer a substantial reduction 
opportunities to play sport and outdoor games, as 
older students have possession of the playing spaces

They are susceptible to anxiety, disengagement, and 
alienation from education

Perry, Dockett, Vickers, & Whitton 2006



4. Envision the future

Across Australia, girls are more likely to 
complete year 12 than boys
One view is that our schools are havens for the 
gentler sex, and that boys need a different kind 
of pedagogy or more female teachers

A more plausible explanation is that a 
substantial group of boys leave early because 
they have greater access to apprenticeships



4. Envision the future

Many boys are leaving school for lucrative jobs 

Often their only qualification is a strong back

They are poorly qualified to re-enter education 

Boys and girls who leave early will not be well 
equipped to face the many social and political 
challenges we have set ourselves -





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


